
original tune for the Bar-
khu. 

At our services, the envi-
ronment is relaxedñno 
stuffy ties, no stuffy dresses.  
Mind you ñ itõs not all fun 
and games.  There is prayer.  
There is still time for self-
reflection.  There is still 
time for us to pray as a 
community for the well-
being of our loved ones who 
are ill... 

So what Iõm trying to say is 
ñ try it out.  Set aside an 
upcoming Friday night and 
see how fun, invigorating, 
and even spiritual one of 
our Friday night Shabbat 
services can be.  Itõs a dif-
ferent experience from the 
High Holidays ñ and one 
that Iõm sure you will enjoy 
immensely. 

I was just sitting here and 
thinking about how nice it is 
to see everyone at Yom 
Kippur and Rosh Hashanah 
services.   

And then I was thinking 
about our Friday night ser-
vices on the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of each month.  
Sometimes just a handful of 
people, sometimes a lot 
more, but never as many as 
on the high holidays. 

Not to sound too blasphe-
mous or cynical, for me, I 
kind of can get a little bored 
with sitting in the High 
Holiday services and saying 
the same prayers over and 
over and over again, and 
standing so much and all 
that.  Yes, it is custom, and 
helps to drive certain points 
home, etc. etc.  Yes, it is a 
very serious time for self-

reflection as well as com-
munal togetherness. 

But I think that if my ex-
perience with formal Jewish 
prayer were limited to High 
Holiday services, I would 
really never want to go to 
Friday night services ñ 
what, more of the same 
repetitious tunes, and more 
banging the fist over your 
heart over and over??! 

Thatõs where someone 
might be making a big mis-
take, though.  Friday night 
Shabbat services are always 
very joyous get-togethers 
ñ not only at our syna-
gogue but at many that Iõve 
been to.  The tunes for the 
prayers are fun and vibrant.  
At our services, Rabbi Ley-
nor even plays the guitar.  
Rabbi Leynor also has in-
fused our services with an 

Just on the high holidays?  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA :  CUSTOMS OF SUKKOT 

To protect the etrog during 
the holiday, it is traditionally 
wrapped in silky flax fibers and 
stored in a special box, often 
made from silver. After the 
holiday, a common Ashkenazi 
custom is to save it until Tu 
Bishvat and eat it in candied 
form or as succade, accompa-
nied by prayers that the wor-
shiper will merit a beautiful 

etrog next Sukkot. Some fami-
lies make jam or liqueur out of 
it, or stick cloves in the skin 
for use as besamim (the spices) 
at the havdalah ceremony after 
Shabbat. 

ñ 

                                            

Kreplach are small squares of 
rolled pasta dough filled with 
ground beef or chicken and 
folded into triangles. They can 
be boiled and served in soup or 
fried and served as a side dish. 
They are traditionally served at 
the pre-Yom Kippur meal, on 
the seventh day of Sukkot 
(Hoshanah Rabbah) and on 
Purim. 
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE      

OCTOBER  9TH  AND  

23RD  ONEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this September. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   

Thanks 
to Bill 
Silver-
man 
for 
spon-
soring  
the 
Oneg 
on 
Erev 
Rosh 
Hasha-
nah 

Thanks 
to 
Mark 
Shek-
tar for 
hosting 
the 
Break-
fast 
fol-
lowing 
Yom 
Kippur 

Thanks 
to 
Diane 
Litke 
for 
hosting 
Tash-
lich at 
her 
home. 

Thanks 
to 
Diane 
Litke, 
David 
Taffet, 
Alan 
Jo-
sephso
n and 
Dan 
Sigale 
for all 
the 
extra 
work 
and 
time 
they 
in-
vested 
into 
mak-
ing our 
High 
Holi-
day 
ser-
vices 
so 
special 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tu_Bishvat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tu_Bishvat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Succade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Havdalah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shabbat


Sit up straight. 
 
Donõt mumble when you 
bark. 
 
Donõt look away when some-
one speaks to you. 
 
Donõt whine.  Either ask for 
something or be quiet. 
 
Cover your mouth when you 
sneeze.  Donõt wave your 
head around and spray every-
body. 
 
Donõt pull on the leash.  It 
looks bad. 
 
Donõt make me drag you.  It 
looks bad. 

Donõt wag your tail at every-
thing.  Not everything is so 
terrific. 
 
Stop looking so grim.  Wag 
your tail a little. 
 
Donõt sniff peopleõs crotches.  
You didnõt learn that from 
me. 
 
Be nice to people and theyõll 
be nice to you. 
 
Donõt be nice to everyone.  
You never know who could 
turn out to be a lunatic. 
 
Donõt roll in the decaying 
remains of dead squirrels.  It 
isnõt nice.   
 

Donõt eat other dogsõ poop.  I 
didnõt raise you that way.  
 
Canõt you keep yourself 
clean?  Cats do.  Why canõt 
you? 
 
Excerpts from òHow to Raise a 
Jewish Dogó by Ellis Weiner and 
Barbara Davilman 

Amsterdam to allow a group of 
Jews from Leghorn, Italy to 
settle in the Americas. On July 
20, 1600, more than 150 
Sephardic Jews left Leghorn and 
settled in Cayenne. 

The Jewish settlers negotiated 
with the Dutch authorities a 
grant of liberties and exemptions 
from laws placed on other colo-
nizers. The Jews established 
sugarcane plantations, a sugar-
cane mill, and indigo dye work-
shops. The Jews also improved 
relations with the local natives 
and utilized their knowledge of 
the country. The Jewish commu-
nity isolated itself from other 
inhabitants of the island by con-
structing a protective fort. The 
community developed an organ-
ized communal life with its own 
rules based around Jewish tradi-
tion. By the early 1600s, the 

First settled by the French in 
1604, French Guiana was cap-
tured several years later by 
Dutch authorities. Jews arrived 
in French Guiana by way of the 
Dutch West India Company. 
The Dutch relied on the Jewish 
settlers to carry out their plans 
and settle the newly claimed 
colony. Their objective was to 
attract Jewish farmers and mer-
chants experienced in managing 
tropical products. On Sept 12, 
1659, a group of Portuguese 
Jews arrived in French Guiana 
from Brazil. The Company ap-
pointed David Nassy, a Brazilian 
refugee, patron of an exclusive 
Jewish settlement on the west-
ern side of the island of Cay-
enne, an area called Remire. 

From 1658 to 1659, Paulo 
Jacomo Pinto began negotiating 
with the Dutch authorities in 

Jewish population in Cayenne 
had grown to about 450. 

On February 26, 1664, a French 
fleet of five vessels and 1,200 
settlers arrived in Cayenne. The 
Dutch Jews surrendered without 
a fight, so long as they could 
continue to freely practice Juda-
ism. The French agreed to those 
terms, an exceptional policy that 
was not common among the 
French colonies. Nevertheless, 
nearly 2/3 of the population left 
for the English colony of Suri-
name. Over the decades, the 
Leghorn Jews of Cayenne immi-
grated to Suriname. In 1667, the 
remaining Jewish community 
was captured by the occupying 
British forces and, moved the 
population to either Suriname or 
Barbados to work in sugarcane 
production.  Today, about 80 
Jews live in French Guiana. 

òSUGGESTIONSó TO  GIVE YOUR  DOG  IN  PUBLIC 
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  
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Sukkot, a Hebrew word mean-
ing òboothsó or òhuts,ó refers 
to the annual Jewish festival 
of giving thanks for a bounti-
ful fall harvest and com-
memorating the forty years of 
Jewish wandering in the de-
sert after Sinai.  Sukkot begins 
5 days after Yom Kippur. It is 
observed for 7 days by Israelis 
and many Reform Jews, and 
for eight days by other Jews 
living outside of Israel. 
In biblical times, Sukkot be-
came one of the three Jewish 
Pilgrimage Festivals (Shalosh 
Rõgalim). As on Pesach and 
Shavuot, the people would 
bring a portion of their har-
vestõs first fruits to the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem. There, it 
would be offered as a sacrifice 
to God by the High Priest. 
The sukkah symbolizes the 
frail huts in which the Israel-
ites lived during their forty 
years of wandering in the 
desert after the Exodus from 
Egypt. The roof is temporary, 
covered with loose branches. 
According to tradition, this 
roof covering, sõchach, should 
give shade and yet allow those 

in the sukkah to see the stars 
through the roof at night.   
The sukkah also serves to 
remind Jews of the biblical 
account of how God pro-
tected them, provided for 
their needs in the wilderness, 
and by implication, still 
watches over us today.  The 
Book of Leviticus (23:42ð43) 
portrays God as commanding: 
òYou shall dwell in booths for 
seven dayséthat your gen-
erations may know that I 
made the Children of Israel to 
dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land 
of Egypt.ó 
Tradition calls families to eat 
their meals in the sukkah dur-
ing the holiday.  Another cus-
tom of Sukkot involves ex-
tending hospitality, especially 
to the needy. Tradition tells 
us that there are certain 
guests of the festival, ushpizin, 
who are present in spirit in 
every sukkah: Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, 
and David. In addition, many 
Jews will invite guests outside 
of their families to join them 
for a holiday meal. 

The lulav and the etrog are 
central to this joyous harvest 
and historical festival.  Lulav is 
a Hebrew word meaning 
òpalm branchó and refers to a 
unique ceremonial object 
associated with the holiday of 
Sukkot. Lulav is also a generic 
term, describing a three-
sectioned holder with a single 
palm branch in the center, 
two willow branches on the 
left, and three myrtle 
branches on the right.  Etrog is 
a Hebrew word meaning 
òcitron,ó and refers to the 
special lemon-like fruit used 
in conjunction with the lulav 
in the Sukkot ritual. 
Sukkot originated as a harvest 
festival, with the cropõs first 
fruits brought to the Temple 
in Jerusalem as an offering to 
God. As part of the celebra-
tion, Leviticus 23:40 com-
mands: òOn the first day, you 
shall take the fruit of a goodly 
tree [etrog[, palm branches, 
myrtle boughs, and willows, 
and rejoice before Adonai.ó 

Oyszen vi a hon nokh 
tashmish.   

To look like a rooster whoõs 
just finished having sex (to 
appear exhausted). 

____ 

Z o l s t  b re n e n  o n 
strakhovke.   

You should have a fire and be 
uninsured. 

JEWISH H OLIDAYS: SUKKOT  (URJ.ORG) 

COLORFUL Y IDDISH  PHRASES OF THE MONTH  
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Zol es dir onkumen vos 
ikh vintsh dir khotsh a 
khotsh a tsent kheylek. 

May only a tenth of what I 
wish you actually befall you..  

____ 

Rosheshonenik. 

A Rosh Hashanah Jew. 

____ 

Onhengen a lung-un-
leber af der noz. 

To hang a lung and liver from 
a personõs nose (to dupe 
them, trick them). 

____ 

Yidele. 

Little Jew. 

OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

Joseph Keitt 10/5 

Shaina Rosenthal 10/7 

Jeanne Ross 10/8 

David Lee Roth 10/10 

Sacha Baron Cohen 10/13 

Martina Navratilova 10/18 

Dan Sigale 10/20 

Benjamin Netanyahu 10/21 

Hillary R. Clinton 10/26 

Henry Winkler 10/30 

Quiz:  to whom does this 
Mystery Congregational 
Member Moustache-of-the- 
Month belong? 

Hint: where did you spend 
the Break the fast after Yom 
Kippur? 



August 8 was a beautiful day 
in Plano.  And late afternoon 
was no less glorious than the 
earlier part of the day.  For a 
whole bunch of us, we had 
the pleasure of spending time 
with BEB friends and some 
others at the BEB Summer 
Pool Party hosted once again 
at the home of Ben Schepps. 

There was the pool and the 
hot tub.  There was the deli-
cious food:  br isket 
(marinated and prepared to 
mouth-savoring perfection by 
our host), all beef bratwurst, 

T ASHLICH AT  D IANEõS 2009  
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