
ganiya, a kind of jelly donut 
cooked in oil. Apparenly, 
Israelis start eating sufgani-
yot weeks before the start 
of Hanukkah.  According to 
Wikipedia, bakeries and 
grocery stores build excite-
ment for the approaching 
holiday by selling sufganiyot 
individually and by the box; 
they have become a favorite 
for school and office parties. 
Angel Bakeries, the largest 
bakery in Israel, reportedly 
fries up more than 250,000 
sufganiyot every day during 
the eight-day Hanukkah 
festival. Each batch uses 100 
kilograms of dough and 
makes 1,600 sufganiyot. 
Local newspapers add to the 
excitement by sending out 
food critics each year to rate 
the "best sufganiyah in 
town."  

Can you believe it is No-
vember already ñ and 
wait, itõs almost December?  
And remember, Hanukkah 
starts relatively early this 
year.  So, planning for 
Thanksgiving and then Ha-
nukkah should probably 
start soon. 

Regarding Hanukkah, I per-
sonally love Latkes (potato 
pancakes).  I love them 
plain.  I love them with 
unsweetened apple sauce.  I 
love them with sour cream.  
But, mostly I love them 
plain.  Just so good, al-
though when I try to calcu-
late in my head just how 
many carbohydrates they 
contain ñ well, I guess the 
oil takes over and interferes 
with my calculating capac-
ity.  In fact, whenever I 
make them, I always think 

back fondly to my grand-
mother who we called 
òMamaó.  Of my two grand-
mothers, Mama was not the 
better of the two in terms 
of cooking.  Her potato 
pancakes usually came out 
black, because she would 
inadvertently allow the 
shredded potatoes to get 
exposed to the air for too 
long ñ nonetheless, they 
were still de-licious. 

As you all likely know, 
many traditional Hanukkah 
foods are cooked in oil, in 
remembrance of the oil that 
burned in the temple. In the 
United States, the most 
widespread Hanukkah food 
is latkes, or potato pan-
cakes, a custom that may 
have developed in Eastern 
Europe. In Israel, the favor-
ite Hanukkah food is suf-

Get your belly ready for Hanukkah  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA :   

As of 2005, at least 170 Jews 
and persons of half-Jewish 
ancestry had been awarded the 
Nobel Prize.  This included 
19% of those winning the No-
bel Prize in Chemistry, 39% of 
those in Economics, 13% of 
those in Literature, 28% of 
those in Physiology or Medi-
cine, 10% of those in Peace, 
and 26% of those in Physics. 

Jewish Nobel Peace Prize win-
ners include Tobias Asser and 
Alfred Fried (1911; for their 
roles in the formation of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion at the first Hague peace 
conference), Rene Cassin 
(1968; for his work in drafting 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted by the 
United Nations General As-

sembly), Henry Kissinger 
(1973; for the Paris Peace 
Accords of 1973), Menachem 
Begin (1978), Elie Wiesel 
(1986; for speaking out against 
violence, repression, and ra-
cism), Shimon Peres and Yitz-
hak Rabin (1994) and Sir Jo-
seph Rotblat (1995; for his 
efforts towards nuclear disar-
mament).   
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE      

D ECEMBER 11TH  ONEG       

 

Hey everyone.  We are looking for 
YOUR help to sponsor one of the 
onegs after Shabbat services this 
December. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday night 
services.   

Thanks 
to 
Wayne 
Wil-
son for 
build-
ing the 
beauti-
ful 
Sukkah 
and 
hosting 
BEBõs 
Sukkot 
party 
at his 
home 

Thanks 
to 
Joshua 
Manes 
for 
hosting 
the 
Octo-
ber 5th 
Friday 
Pot-
luck 
Dinner 
and 
learn-
ing 
session 
at his 
house 

Thanks 
to 
Scotty 
New-
man 
for all 
his 
extra 
special 
help 
with 
the 
Onegs 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Angel_Bakeries&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Peace_Accords
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Peace_Accords
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repression
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_disarmament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_disarmament


Last month, Daddy and I were 
walking, minding our own busi-
ness, when out of the blue, a 
larger, aggressive dog ran across 
the street and latched onto me 
with his teeth.  He wouldnõt let 
go, and when his owner ran 
across to help, another aggres-
sive dog latched onto me.  
Daddyõs screams were ineffec-
tive.  Eventually they detached, 
and after some staples and anti-
biobics and much TLC from 
Daddy and Uncle Scotty, Iõm 
doing better.  But what should 
Daddy do if this happens again? 

 
A web search turned up this site:  
h t t p : / / l e e r b u r g . c o m /
dogfight.htm.  The site mentions 
that the safest way to break up a 
dogfight requires 2 people. Each 
person grabs the back feet of one 
of the dogs. The dog back feet 
are then picked up like a wheel-

barrow. With the legs up, both 
dogs are then pulled apart.  
Once the dog fight is broken up 
it is critical that the people do 
not release the dogs or the dog 
fight will begin again. The two 
people need to start turning in a 
circle, or slowly swinging the 
dogs in a circle while they back 
away from the other dog. This 
stops the dog from curling and 
coming back and biting the per-
son holding their legs. By cir-
cling the dog has to sidestep with 
its front feet or it will fall on its 
chin. As long as you slowly con-
tinue to back and circle, the dog 
cannot do any damage to you. 
To insure that the fight will not 
begin all over again when you 
release the dogs, one of the dogs 
needs to be dragged into an en-
closure before the dog is re-
leased. If you do not do this, the 
dogs will often charge back and 

start fighting again or if you re-
lease the dog too quickly the dog 
will turn and attack the person 
who had his feet.  Dog fights are 
a very dangerous thing to try and 
break up alone. You should 
never rush in and try and grab 
the dogs to pull them apart. 
They are in high "fight drive" 
and are not thinking clearly 
when fighting. If someone grabs 
them they will bite without even 
thinking about who or what they 
are biting. The bottom line on 
dog fights is that unless you are 
trained it is best to never step 
into the middle of them. In the 
worst case, let them fight. It may 
resulted in death or severe injury 
to one of the dogs, but it's not 
worth the damage it could cause 
to you if you make a mistake 
trying to end the fight. 

I guess we were lucky!!! 

control over Constantinople. As 
Sultan Mehmed II wanted the 
city as his new capital, he de-
creed the rebuilding of the city. 
And in order to revivify Con-
stantinople he ordered that Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews from 
all over his empire be resettled 
in the new capital. Within 
months most of the Empireõs 
Romaniote Jews, from the Bal-
kans and Anatolia, were concen-
trated in Istanbul, where they 
made up 10% of the city's popu-
lation.  The number of native 
Jews was soon bolstered by small 
groups of Ashkenazi Jews that 
immigrated to the Ottoman 
Empire between 1421-1453.  
The greatest influx of Jews into 
Asia Minor and the Ottoman 
Empire, occurred during the 
reign of Mehmed the Conquer-
ors's successor, Beyazid II (1481-
1512), after the expulsion of the 

New Testament mention of Jew-
ish populations in the area now 
known as Turkey is widespread: 
Iconium (now: Konya) is said to 
have a synagogue in Acts 14:1, 
and Ephesus is mentioned as 
having a synagogue in Acts 19:1 
and in Paul's Epistle to the Ephe-
sians. Based on physical evi-
dence, there has been a Jewish 
community in Asia Minor since 
the 4th century BCE, most nota-
bly in the city of Sardis.  

The first Jewish synagogue 
linked to Ottoman rule is Etz ha-
Hayyim in Bursa which passed to 
Ottoman authority in 1324. The 
synagogue is still in use, although 
the modern Jewish population of 
Bursa has shrunk to about 140. 

The 1st major event in Jewish 
history under Turkish rule took 
place after the Empire gained 

Jews from Spain and Portugal. 
The Sultan issued a formal invita-
tion to these expelled Jews and 
they started arriving in great 
numbers.   

Jews who reached high positions 
in the Ottoman court and ad-
ministration include Mehmed II's 
minister of Finance and his phy-
sician, Murad II's physician, and-
the master of the mint in Egypt.  
During the Classical Ottoman 
period (1300-1600), the Jews, 
were the predominant power in 
commerce and trade as well in 
diplomacy and other high offices. 
In the 16th century especially, 
the greatest example of Jewish 
influence could arguably be the 
appointment of Joseph Nasi to 
governor of the island of Naxos.  

...to be continued.  Thanks to 
Wikipedia. 

W HAT  TO  DO  IF YOUR  DOGGY  IS ATTACKED  
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 
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After Passover and Hanukkah, 
Thanksgiving is perhaps the 
holiday most observed by 
American Jews. It makes 
sense for a number of rea-
sons, and not only because we 
Jews can't pass up an excuse 
f o r  a  g o o d  m e a l . 
 
Thanksgiving, as in giving 
thanks, is a very Jewish thing 
to do. According to tradition, 
Jews are to give thanks 100 
times each day. We are to 
give thanks before we eat, for 
having food, and after we eat, 
for having been able to have 
food. Each morning the tradi-
tional liturgy includes thank-
yous for such simple acts as 
standing up and having the 
strength to get through the 
day. One more Jewish link is 
found in our Scripture: The 
initial Thanksgiving feast was 
probably based upon our fall 
thanksgiving festival of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles)  
But I think there is more to 
the American Jewish obser-
vance of Thanksgiving than 
our predilection to thankful-
ness. I think it has a lot to do 

specifically with our apprecia-
tion for and celebration of 
being part of life in America. 
 
America has been good to the 
Jews. We have always lived 
here in relative safety. Our 
rights as a minority religion 
are protected by law and the 
Constitution's Bill of Rights. 
Though we may have experi-
enced anti-Semitism at times 
here, it is nothing compared 
to the anti-Semitism our 
grandparents or great-
grandparents escaped from 
e l s e w h e r e . 
 
Celebrating Thanksgiving, 
then, is part of affirming the 
American dream, in which 
peoples of all races, ethnici-
ties and religions can have 
enjoy life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. That is 
what real democracy, a de-
mocracy based on checks and 
balances and protection for 
minorities, is really about. 
While such a dream is not 
completely realized for all 
Americans, the potential for 
such a realization does exist. 

As Jews, we know that such 
values cannot be realized or 
retained unless they are trans-
mitted. Perhaps that is why 
the American Jewish Com-
mittee recently created a 
lovely Haggadah (a service of 
sorts) for Thanksgiving that 
includes the stories of many 
diverse peoples and a litany of 
thankfulness that includes 
being thankful we can ex-
press, and change our opin-
ions (another place that Jew-
ish and American values inter-
sect). 
Easily downloadable, the AJC 
Thanksgiving Haggadah can 
add meaning to a meal that all 
too often focuses either on 
the Turkey and fixings or on 
family tensions, thus redeem-
ing the one holiday all Ameri-
cans can truly share. 
--Posted by Rabbi Susan 
Grossman 
 
http://blog.beliefnet.com/
virtualtalmud/2006/11/
thanksgiving-is-very-jewish-
holiday.html 

Freylekhe nitl .   

Merry Christmas. 

____ 

Krugn zol er di Dallas 
brokh.  
He should get the Dallas her-
nia.  

JEWISH H OLIDAYS: THANKSGIVING ??? 

COLORFUL Y IDDISH  PHRASES OF THE MONTH  
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Fardrai zich dem kop . 

Go drive yourself crazy. 

____ 

Es zol dir dunern in 
boykh, vestu meyen az 
sõiz a homon klaper. 

Your stomach will rumble so 
badly, you'll think it was a 
Purim noisemaker. 

 ____ 

Bist meshugeh?  

Are you crazy? 

____ 

Shain vi di zibben velten . 

Beautiful as the seven worlds. 

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
k.d. Lang- 11/2 

Roseanne -11/3 

Kathy Griffin - 11/4 

Art Garfunkel -11/5 

RuPaulñ11/17 

Jodie Fosterñ11/19 

Billie Jean Kingñ11/22 

Jon Stewartñ11/28 

Howie Mandelñ11/29 

Clay Aikenñ11/30 

Congregational members with 
November birthdaysñ sorry if 
I missed youñplease let me 
know when your birthday is for 
next year 

Quiz:  to whom does this 
Mystery Congregational 
Member Moustache-of-the- 
Month belong? 

Hint: this congregational 
memberõs moustache is usu-
ally not this white 

Jewish Pilgrims 
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