
the missing livers????  Of 

course, April is also the 

time for the Annual Con-

gregation Beth El Binahõs 

Seder.  This year, at 6:30 

on the second night of Pass-

over ñ April 9th at the 

John Thomas Resource 

Center of Dallas at the cor-

ner of Reagan and Brown.  I 

canõt wait.  I love Passover!  

Well, itõs that time of year 

again, dear congregants.  

The month of April.  A day 

for fools.  A month of rain 

showers.  Charleton Heston 

starring as Moses in the 

yearly TV broadcast of The 

Ten Commandments.  

Chocolate bunny rabbits.  

And of course, Passover or 

Pesach as we say back in the 

mother country (New Jer-

sey).  Seven or eight days of 

matzo, matzo brei, matzo 

b a l l s  ( m m m mñ

knaidlach!!!!), matzo stuff-

ing, matzo farfel, and gefilte 

fish.  Who reading this 

knows what òyoichó is?  

Mmmmm, yoich.  (hint:  

what did your mother or 

grandmother call the clear 

gelatinous material in which 

the gefilte fish are sus-

pended in the jar?)  Itõs that 

time of year to potentially 

have more hard boiled eggs 

and other food items with 

eggs in them than perhaps at 

any other time of year. And 

by the way, donõt get me 

started on the lack of Ko-

sher Chicken livers in the 

Dallas area ñ especially 

around Passover ñ I mean, 

how is one to replicate his 

familyõs secret matzo stuff-

ing recipe without Kosher 

Ckicken livers?  Where are 

they?  Why canõt they ship 

some in?  Why canõt the 

Kosher butchers behind the 

counter at that grocery 

store tell us the reason for 
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During the American Civil 
War, approximately 6,000-
8,000 Jews (out of around 
150,000 Jews in the United 
States) fought on the Confed-
erate side and 4,000 fought on 
the Union side. Jews also 
played leadership roles on both 
sides, with 9 Jewish generals 
and 21 Jewish colonels partici-
pating in the War. Judah P. 

Benjamin, a non-observant 
Jew, served as Secretary of 
State and acting Secretary of 
War of the Confederacy.  

After Robert E. Lee's surren-
der, Benjamin fled south with 
Jefferson Davis and the rest of 
his cabinet.  Eventually, he 
escaped to England, where he 
began a successful and lucra-

tive second career as a barris-
ter. In 1868, he published his 
Treatise on the Law of Sale of 
Personal Property, which came 
to be regarded as one of the 
classics of its field. The work's 
current edition remains au-
thoritative under the name 
Benjamin's Sale of Goods. In 
1872 he became Queen's 
Counsel.  
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T O  SPONSOR  MAY 

O NEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor the 
onegs after Shabbat services on 
Fri May 8 and Fri May 22 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   
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Judaism places great stress on 
proper treatment of animals. 
Unnecessary cruelty to animals is 
strictly forbidden, and in many 
cases, animals are accorded the 
same sensitivity as human beings. 
The primary principle behind the 
treatment of animals in Jewish 
law is preventing tza'ar ba'alei 
chayim, the suffering of living 
creatures.  

In the Bible, those who care for 
animals are heroes, while those 
who hunt animals are villains. 
Jacob, Moses and King David 
were all shepherds, people who 
cared for animals (Gen. 30, Ex. 
31, I Sam. 17). The Talmud 
specifically states that Moses was 
chosen for his mission because of 
his skill in caring for animals. 
"The Holy One, Blessed Be He, 
said 'Since you are merciful to 
the flock of a human being, you 
shall be the shepherd of My 

flock, Israel.'" Likewise Rebecca 
was chosen as a wife for Isaac 
because of her kindness to ani-
mals. When Abraham's servant 
asked for water for himself, she 
volunteered to water his camels 
as well, and thereby proved 
herself a worthy wife (Gen. 24).  
In the Torah, humanity is given 
dominion over animals (Gen. 
1:26), which gives us the right to 
use animals for legitimate needs. 
Animal flesh can be consumed 
for food; animal skins can be 
used for clothing. The Torah 
itself must be written on parch-
ment (animal hides), as must 
mezuzah scrolls, and tefillin 
must be made out of leather. 

However, dominion does not 
give us the right to cause indis-
criminate pain and destruction. 
We are permitted to use animals 
in this way only when there is a 
genuine, legitimate need, and we 

must do so in the manner that 
causes the animal the least suffer-
ing. Kosher slaughtering is de-
signed to be as fast and painless 
as possible, and if anything oc-
curs that might cause pain (such 
as a nick in the slaughtering knife 
or a delay in the cutting), the 
flesh may not be consumed. 
Hunting for sport is strictly pro-
hibited, and hunting and trap-
ping for legitimate needs is per-
missible only when it is done in 
the least painful way possible. 
 
Under Jewish law, animals have 
some of the same rights as hu-
mans do. Animals rest on Shab-
bat, as humans do (Ex. 20:10). 
Also, we are permitted to violate 
Shabbat to a limited extent to 
rescue an animal in pain or at 
risk of death. For example, we 
can move them if they are in pain 
and we may give them medicine.    

Kobe after the great Kanto 
earthquake of 1923. 

Another early Jewish settlement 

was one established in the 1880s 

in Nagasaki, a large Japanese 

port. This community was larger 

than the one in Yokohama, con-

sisting of more than 100 families. 

It was here that the Beth Israel 

Synagogue was created in 1894. 

The settlement would continu-

ally grow and remain active until 

it eventually declined by the 

Russo-Japanese War in the early 

20th century. The community's 

Torah scroll would eventually be 

passed down to the Jews of 

Kobe, a group formed of freed 

The first confirmed contacts 
between the Japanese and people 
of Jewish ancestry began during 
the Age of Discovery (16th cen-
tury) with the arrival of Euro-
pean travelers and merchants 
(primarily the Portuguese and 
Dutch). However it wasn't until 
1853, with the arrival of Com-
modore Matthew Perry follow-
ing the Convention of Kanagawa 
ending Japan's "closed-door" 
foreign policy that Jewish fami-
lies began to settle in Japan. The 
first recorded Jewish settlers 
arrived at Yokohama in 1861 
establishing a diverse community 
consisting of 50 families (from 
various Western countries) as 
well as the building of the first 
synagogue in Japan. The com-
munity would later move to 

Russian Jewish war prisoners 

that had participated in the 

Czar's army and the Russian 

Revolution of 1905. 

 

From the beginning of the 1900s 

to the 1950s the Kobe Jewish 

community was one of the larg-

est Jewish communities in Japan 

formed by hundreds of Jews 

arriving from Russia (originating 

from the Manchurian city of 

Harbin), the Middle East (mainly 

from Iraq and Syria), as well as 

from Central and Eastern Euro-

pean countries (primarily Ger-

many). During this time Tokyo's  

 

(cont. on page 12) 
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

with assistance from 
www.jewfaq.org 
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Passover is  a Jewish holiday 

and festival commemorating the 
Exodus from Egypt and the lib-
eration of the Israelites from 
slavery.  In the story of the Exo-
dus, the Bible tells that God 
inflicted ten plagues upon the 
Egyptians before Pharaoh would 
release his Israelite slaves, with 
the 10th plague being the killing 
of firstborn sons. However, the 
Israelites were instructed to 
mark the doorposts of their 
homes with the blood of a spring 
lamb, and upon seeing this, the 
spirit of the Lord passed over 
these homes, hence the term 
"passover". When Pharaoh freed 
the Israelites, it is said that they 
left in such a hurry that they 
could not wait for bread to rise. 
As such, for the duration of Pass-
over, no leavened bread is eaten, 
for which reason it is also called 
Chag HaMatzot, The Festival 
of the Unleavened Bread. Pass-
over is one of three festivals (also 
Shavuot and Sukkot) during 
which the entire Jewish populace 
historically made a pilgrimage to 
the Temple in Jerusalem.   

At BEBõs Passover seder, we 
incorporate several traditions 
with which many are not accus-
tomed.  One of these is an or-

ange that is placed on the seder 
plate.  There are many stories 
regarding the origin of this tradi-
tion.  However, Susannah 
Heschel who is the Eli Black 
Professor of Jewish Studies at 
Dartmouth College explains it 
this way: òIn the early 1980s, the 
Hillel Foundation invited me to 
speak on a panel at Oberlin Col-
lege. While on campus, I came 
across a Haggada that had been 
written by some Oberlin stu-
dents to express feminist con-
cerns. One ritual they devised 
was placing a crust of bread on 
the Seder plate, as a sign of soli-
darity with Jewish lesbians 
("there's as much room for a 
lesbian in Judaism as there is for 
a crust of bread on the Seder 
plate").  At the next Passover, I 
placed an orange on our family's 
Seder plate. During the first part 
of the Seder, I asked everyone to 
take a segment of the orange, 
make the blessing over fruit, and 
eat it as a gesture of solidarity 
with Jewish lesbians and gay 
men, and others who are mar-
ginalized within the Jewish com-
munity (I mentioned widows in 
particular).  Bread on the Seder 
plate brings an end to Pesach - it 
renders everything chometz. 
And its symbolism suggests that 

being lesbian is being transgres-
sive, violating Judaism. I felt that 
an orange was suggestive of 
something else: the fruitfulness 
for all Jews when lesbians and 
gay men are contributing and 
active members of Jewish life. In 
addition, each orange segment 
had a few seeds that had to be 
spit out - a gesture of spitting 
out, repudiating the homophobia 
that poisons too many Jews.ó 
 
Another new tradition is 
Miriamõs Cup.  Miriam, 
Moses's older sister is a prophet-
ess in her own right, as accord-
ing to tradition, she prophesied 
before Moses's birth that her 
parents would give birth to the 
person who would bring about 
their people's redemption. 
Miriam's Cup, is often added to 
the Passover dinner table along-
side Elijah's Cup, filled with 
water to symbolize the miracle 
of Miriam's well, which sus-
tained the Israelites during their 
long journey in the desert. This 
honors the role of Miriam in the 
Exodus, her importance as 
Moses's sister and a Prophetess 
in her own right in the Exodus, 
and highlights the past and pre-
sent contributions of women to 
Jewish culture. 

Klutz. 

See Shlemiel.   

_____ 

Vos mer mentshn ikh 
baken, dos mer gefelt mir 
mayn hunt. 

The more people I meet, the 
more I like my dog.    

 

Shlemiel.   

A clumsy, inept person, simi-
lar to a klutz (the kind of per-
son who always spills his 
soup). Also, a simpleton. 

____ 

Shlimazel. 

Someone with constant bad 
luck (the unfortunate guy 
who gets hit with the soup)

A mol bistu a hunt, a mol 
bistu a leshplump.  

Some days youõre the dog; 
some days youõre the hy-
drant. 

_____ 

Oyf doktoyrim zol er dos 
avekgebn. 

He should give it all away to 
doctors. 
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òSchlemiel, Schlimazel, 

Hasenpfeffer Incorpo-

rated!ó 

A seder plate with an or-
ange on it?  Read about it in 

the main article on this 
page.  
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BIRTHDAYS 
David Blaine 4/4 

Zach Braff 4/6 

Tiny Tim 4/12 

Barbara Rosenberg 4/14 

Seth Rogen 4/15 

Susan Melnick 4/15 

Nancy Jessula-Clark 4/16 

George Takei 4/20 

Sandy Horwitx 4/21 

Barbara Steisand 4/24 

Jerry Seinfeld 4/29 
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On Passover, we ask the tradi-
tional four questions: 

Why is this night different than 
any other night? 

Whatõs up with the matzah? 

What gives with the bitter 
herbs? 

Why do we dip? 

Whatõs with the posture thing? 

But isnõt that FIVE questions? 
And isnõt asking about Jewish 
counting a sixth question? 
Well, here are some more: 

One of the traditional Passover 
foods is gefilte fish. No one 
would actually eat gefilte fish 
any other time of the year, 
which begs the question ð why 
do we commemorate wander-
ing through the arid sand dunes 
of the Sinai desert for 40 years 

by eating a food that comes 
from water? 

A question I have had about the 
exodus has never been ex-
plained. When drought hit 
Israel, Joseph walked down to 
Egypt. Easy to do. Jerusalem 
to Cairo is 250 miles, about 
the same distance as Dallas to 
Houston. A long walk. A four-
day bike ride. And if you take 
the Mediterranean route, there 
are lovely beaches along the 
way. 

So the question is, why the 
theatrics? Why did Moses need 
to part the Red Sea to get out 
of Egypt? While we were in 
Egypt, in addition to all those 
pyramids, did we build the 
Suez Canal that suddenly 
blocked our way? And since 
there was no Suez Canal, what 
was up with the dopey Egyp-

tians? Rather than pursue, 
wouldnõt it have been better 
military strategy to rush 
around the shore of the Red 
Sea and head us off at the pass? 

Another question about how 
we celebrate the holiday and 
one of the most perplexing to 
me. To commemorate the 
Passover, the Bible stipulates 
that we donõt eat barley, spelt, 
rye, oats and wheat. The for-
bidden grains are specified. So 
why on all other nights do we 
drink Coke from any Coca 
Cola bottling facility, but on 
this night, we only drink Coke 
specially bottled in Houston 
without corn syrup? Itõs not 
like itõs normally made with 
spelt syrup. 

When Congress convened in 
January, a record number of 
Jewish men and women took 
the oath of office. That in-
cludes 32 members of the 
House of Representatives and 
13 Senators. 
Among the new congressmen 
are Jared Polis, the first non-
incumbent, openly gay man 
to be elected to Congress. 
Barney Frank (also Jewish), 
Jerry Studds and others came 
out after serving several 
terms in the House. For the 
first time, a Jewish congress-
man, Alan Grayson, repre-
sents Orlando. The third new 
Jewish member of congress, 

The Board, on behalf of the entire congregation, would like to 
thank our congregant Mark Shektar for sponsoring the Oneg 
following Friday night services on the 2nd Friday in March.  
We also thank our congregants Linda and Gary Evans for spon-
soring the Oneg following Friday night services on the 4th 
Friday in March.  We all depend on and benefit from this kind 
of generosity, Mark, Linda and Gary ñ so much thanks!!! 
 
 

 
 
                                                         
 

John Adler, comes from New 
Jersey. 
Of the 32 representatives, 31 
are Democrats, one Republi-
can. Six are from New York. 
Seven are from California. 
Four are from Florida. 
Martin Frost was the last Jew-
ish representative from 
Texas. Aside from Floridaõs 
Jewish representatives, Steve 
Cohen of Tennessee and Eric 
Cantor of Virginia are the 
only others from southern 
states. 
Information from HaArertz, the 
Jerusalem Post and senate.gov 
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Record number of Jews in 

US House and Senate       
by David Taffet  
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Happy Birthday, Mr. 
Sulu (actor George 

Takei) 

Special Thank yous...  


