
Hi everyone. 

Hope youôve had an enjoy-

able Spring.  In fact, the 

Congregation has had a 

great Spring.  Weôve had 

multiple well-attended Fri-

day night Shabbat services, 

one of our largest Passover 

seders in years, some deli-

cious Pot-Luck 5th Fridays, 

and some fun social events.   

The Kibbitz is now Quar-

terly.  So, be prepared for 

each Quarterly issue to 

document the previous 

Quarterôs events ð lots of 

photos and reviews of the 

Congregation events.  Fur-

thermore, each Quarterly 

issue will notify you of up-

coming events, and preview 

those events.  If annual 

events, then get ready for 

photos of previous yearsô 

events. 

If you donôt like what you 

looked like in last yearôs 

swim suits, well, thereôs no 

better time than now to cut 

down on the amount of chal-

lah you eat at our Onegs.  

Iôve also heard 

through the grapevine 

that some of the Con-

gregational members 

look pretty good in 

their swim suits ð 

hmmm, inquiring 

minds want to know.  

No better time than 

this Summer to check 

everyone out at the 

BEB Pool Party ð 

more information 

inside.   

By the way, the Kib-

bitz isnôt the only 

source of information 

about the congrega-

tion.  We have a web-

site mastered by con-

gregation member 

Karen Humphrey.  If 

Facebook is more 

your style, then thanks to 

congregation board member 

and former president David 

Taffet, you can check out 

the stylings of Congregation 

Beth El Binah on Facebook.  

Sorry for all you Twitterers 

(Martin), no BEB Twitter 

Accounté.yet.   Then, of 

course, we will continue to 

get our bi-weekly reminders 

of soon-to-occur events 

from our President, Diane 

Litke.  If you have any ques-

tions about upcoming events 

or the Congregation, please 

feel free to contact Diane at 

diane@bethelbinah.info. 

So, youôve missed the Kibbitz, have you? 

UPCOMING SPECIAL 

EVENTS: 

Family and Friends Ser-

viceðFriday June 11 

ETGAR visitð          

Friday July 2 

BEB Annual Pool 

PartyðSaturday Aug 14 

Latin American Jewish 

Artists and Poets Exhibi-

tionðSaturday Aug 21 

Black Tie Dinnerð

Saturday Nov 6 

PLEASE SEE INSIDE FOR 

MORE INFORMATION 

Bubba meisehs:  Send in your pet pics for 

next Quarterôs issue 
Over the last year and a half, 

Bubba Zigman (Jeffôs Shar 

Pei-mix doggie) has written 

a column called Bubba 

Meisehs.  Heôs taking a 

break this issue, but has a 

request for all members:  

Please take a photo of your 

best friend ð doggie, kitty-

cat, bird, fishie, horse, 

llama, bunny, hamster, ger-

bil, rat, snake, iguana, flying 

squirrel, cochin monkey, 

tarantula ð well, you get 

the idea.  Take a pic of your 

pet and send to Jef-

frey@bethelbinah.info with 

ñPET PICò as the subject 

line.  Our pets really are an 

important part of our lives, 

so lets show them off!! 
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Museum is currently housed in tempo-

rary quarters in the West End but is 

soon to move to a brand new facility 

being constructed close by in the West 

End.  The 

museum 

is unique 

in that 

several of 

the arti-

facts on 

displays 

and sto-

ries told 

are from the perspective of Holocause 

survivors who later settled in the Dallas 

area or who had some kind of Dallas-

related perspective.  Particularly eerie 

was the sound of the Metro train riding 

by in the room that housed a cattle car.  

Well, not the most uplifting of muse-

ums, but nonetheless important and 

interesting to visit and support. 

Afterwards, we walked a few blocks 

away to Cyndiôs ñKosher-Styleò Delica-

tessen.  Pastrami, Corned Beef, Tongue, 

Chopped Liver, Matzoh Ball soup and 

Knishes.  All in all, a great BEB outing. 

On a beautiful weekend in May, ten 

Congregation members gathered in 

Downtown Dallasôs West End near the 

historic Book Depository 6th Floor 

Museum to visit another museum 

that you really wouldn't think 

should exist in Dallas.  But just as 

you wouldnôt think that a Jewish 

congregation with an outreach to 

the GLBT community would be 

present and flourishing in Dallas, 

neither might you think that there 

should be a Dallas Holocaust 

Museum.  The Dallas Holocaust 

The Congregation tried something new 

this year for Passover.  We still hosted a 

Seder at the Community Center on the 

Second night of Passover.  But this 

year, we slashed prices in half.  We also 

changed caterers ð Congregation mem-

ber Mark Shekter designed the menu, 

and holy Moses was it like Mannah 

from heaven:  Matzoh-stuffed chicken 

breast, potato kugel, honey-glazed car-

rots, asparagus, homemade macaroons 

and fresh fruit.  Congregation member-

Wayne Wilson and board member 

Sandy Horwitz were in charge of 

chicken soup and knaidlach ð and they 

would have made Wayneôs Jewish 

grandmother proud.  Holy Halacha were 

those some tasty, round, fluffy balls oô 

matzoh goodness.  President Diane 

Litke, Wayne, and congregation mem-

ber Avrille Harris all brought home-

made versions of Cha-

roset, which, as in the 

words of Charo, made me 

wanna say Coochie 

coochie coo, and while 

weôre at it, in the words 

of Cher, made me wanna 

Believe.  Thanks to board 

members Sandy and 

Scotty Newman for help-

ing to clean the glassware 

that we use to make our 

seders feel special.  Can 

you say 4 full glasses of 

wine?  Only while dip-

ping twice and reclining.          

 

 

Seder Plate from this yearôs BEB seder 

Ted and Jeanne are long-time members 

of Beth El Binah.  And, we were so 

sorry to have to acquiesce to their deci-

sion to move out of town and out of 

Texas.  We have so much enjoyed their 

friendship, their kind and gentle souls, 

their unique perspective, their hospital-

ity for prior Beth El Binah events, and 

their distinctive voices.  This past April 

9, the Congregation sponsored a Friday 

night oneg in Ted and Jeanneôs honor. 

 

See more pics on page 5é 

Dallas Holocaust Museum + Cyndiôs Delicatessen 

Passover/Pesach 2010 

Beth El Binah says farewell to long-time members Ted and 

Jeanne Ross 

ñ...neither might you think 

that there should be a Dallas 

Holocaust Museumò 
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Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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This is a fun and fascinating eve-
ning. We will have Shabbat ser-
vices, followed by dinner and a 
discussion. We hope to learn as 
much from them as they from us. 
Please join us. Bring a non-dairy side 
dish for potluck. BEB will provide 
fried chicken, fruit and dessert. 
For more info contact David Taffet 
(david@bethelbinah.info). 

Here is one of the BLOG entries 

from an ETGAR participant from 

Summer 2009:   

Following a rough day of mind bog-

gling discussions and frustrating 

situations I was super pleased to 

find out that we were attending a 

Shabbat service at a laid back and 

accepting Synagogue. At Beth El 

Binah we were instantly welcomed 

with open arms by the congre-

gants...The service and dinner were 

beautiful and I instantly felt at 

home...Back at home, my Temple 

youth group never fully answered 

my questions about Judaism and 

homosexuality. David, one of the 

congregants, told us about his life as 

a gay Jewish man and he used the 

quote from Genesis, ñI am what I 

amò which I thought explained it 

perfectly. I feel that God has created 

us all as individuals with different 

ideas, values, sexual orientation, 

religion, etc. I also feel that political 

correctness in todayôs society has 

blinded people from truly engaging 

in discussion and debate and under-

standing what the meaning of life is 

all about. Granted I am only 17 and 

have yet to fully grasp what my 

meaning of life is. However I do 

know that a major part of finding 

your individual meaning of life is 

through accepting who you are as 

God made you. 

Evelyn, one of the congregants at 

Beth El Binah, put it perfectly. She 

told us that she had canceled her 

plans to go to a party and watch 

fireworks to be with us and she 

said,ò the fireworks are right here in 

each and every one of you.ò I will 

always cherish this and I hope that 

everyone reading this will take time 

to fully appreciate what each and 

every person on this planet has to 

offer. 

For more entries and photos, go to: 

http://www.etgar.org/category/cities

/dallas/ 

FRI JUL 2, 6:30 PM Resource Ctr 

Etgar is a group of Jewish high 
school students who tour the 
country for a few weeks every 
Summer. The goal of the trip is to 
empower the students to get in-
volved politically and socially to 
create change in the world. The 
group meets with people and or-
ganizations that deal with all sides 
of hot topic issues such as abor-
tion, gun control, health issues, 
and civil rights just to name a few. 
They talk with educators, politi-
cians, activists, artists, musicians as 
well as community, business and 
religious leaders in order to under-
stand what they are seeing and 
how it relates to the various 
themes and issues they are discuss-
ing and debating. During their 
cross country journey thru Amer-
ica, they experience the sites, 
sounds, culture, food, and people 
of each city. During the tour, the 
participants learn about the Ameri-
can history that shapes them, the 
Jewish heritage that binds them 
together, the issues that confront 
them and how the political process 
impacts them.  

Every year, the congregation has a spe-

cial Friday night service during the 

Summer in which we invite our friends 

and family to join us in prayer and for 

an extra-special, super-sized Oneg fol-

lowing the service.  This year, Rabbi 

Leynor will not be in town, however as 

of press time, we are waiting to hear 

about a guest Rabbi helping to lead 

services.  Alternatively, we will go 

ñretroò with Congregation-led services.  

Please plan on attending this special 

event and of course, plan on bringing 

your family and/or friends.  Sort of like 

bringing your kid to work, only better.   

Please join us at 7:30 PM at the Re-

source Center in Oaklawn ð FRIDAY 

JUNE 11. 

heading slightly southwest of downtown 

Dallas to the Oak Cliff home of Board 

Member David Taffet.  If you havenôt 

been to Davidôs place yet, itôs a treat.  A 

lovely setting and a great refreshing 

The past two Summers weôve had the 

annual pool party in the beautiful setting 

of congregation member Ben Scheppsôs 

home way up north.  This year, weôre 

going to have a change in venue.  Weôre 

pool. 

The pool party is planned for 4:00 PM 

on SATURDAY AUGUST 14.  Stay 

tuned for exact address of Davidôs 

house. 

UPCOMING EVENT:  Annual Visit by ETGAR:  FRI JULY 2  

UPCOMING EVENT: Family & Friends Service: FRI JUN 11 

UPCOMING EVENT:  BEB Annual Pool Party:  SAT AUG 14 
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Black Tie Dinner, Inc. is a non-profit organi-
zation that raises funds for GLBT supportive 
organizations serving North Texas through a 
premier event of empowerment, education 
and entertainment in partnership with the 
community.  

Since 1982, Black Tie Dinner, which is the 
nationõs largest GLBT fundraising dinner, 
has grown and prospered in a supportive 
environment. The evolution of our com-
munity is reflected in the yearly increases 
that its beneficiaries have enjoyed. From the 
first year that produced a $6,000 donation 
to the Human Rights Campaign Fund, this 
premier community event has grown to 
distribute a total of nearly $12 million to our 
national and local beneficiaries. In 2007, the 
Black Tie Dinner distributed $1,270,000 to 
its national and local beneficiaries.  

Black Tie Dinner, Inc. is the most successful 
dinner in the country supporting the Human 
Rights Campaign Foundation. It also has the 

distinction of being the only dinner benefit-
ing HRCF to sup-port local beneficiaries as 
well. Up to twenty local beneficiaries are 
selected each year by the Black Tie Dinner 
Board of Directors.  

For the past few years, CongregationBeth El 
Binah has been honored to be chosen as one 
of these local beneficiaries. In choosing its 
beneficiaries, the Black Tie Dinner considers 
highly the goals/roles/purpose of the or-
ganization in question and the constituency 
served by the organization in question. BEB 
is proud of our members, our events and 
what we bring to the local Jewish commu-
nity, especially the local GLBT Jewish com-
munity.  

As a way of giving back and hopefully also 
again being named a beneficiary, our mem-
bers need to participate however we can in 
the Black Tie Dinner. This can in-clude a 
range of things. For in-stance, buying a 
ticket to attend the main Dinner this Fall. 

UPCOMING EVENT:  Black Tie Dinner: SAT NOV 6  

Buying raffle tickets to win a Mercedes-
Benz 2011 C300 Sport Sedan as well as 
other prizes. Volunteering at the Dinner.  

Please e-mail any of us on the Board if you 
would like more information and especially 
if you would like to attend or participate in 
the Black Tie Dinner.  

 

More 

pics 

from 

Ted 

and 

Jeann

eôs 

Fare-

well 

Oneg 




